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Career summary

Magician performing part time since childhood, but since early 2016 works full time as a Humanitarian Magician for and with vulnerable children, mostly refugees, in the Middle East, working through NGOs with child focused programming. 
Previously main career of almost 30 years was as humanitarian and development specialist in the Middle East and Horn East and Central Africa. Human rights and development policy analysis, advocacy, lobbying, campaigning, capacity and alliance building - in and on Middle East and Africa. Also, extensive humanitarian and development programme management within the same region, with a focus on conflict. 
Qualifications

MSc Development Studies 1998, University of Bath, UK

MSc Crop Production 1984, University of Bath, UK

BSc Botany and Zoology 1983, University of Bristol, UK

Languages

English – mother tongue

Arabic – very good (reading/writing slow)

French – good

Employment

Feb 2016 – present: Humanitarian Magician – Magic for Smiles charity:

Normally based in Lebanon (currently in UK) targeting vulnerable children mostly Syrian and Palestinian refugees –provision of magic shows within psychosocial support (PSS), informal and formal education and other programmes, and also offering selective magic tuition. Informing research element on impact of the use of magic within PSS especially. Working through partner NGOs who see added value of integrating the use of magic into their child focused programming. Covering Lebanon, and recently Turkey and Jordan. Shows in Arabic normally.
March 2013 – Jan 2015: Campaigns and Advocacy Manager, Crisis Action MENA:

Responsible for MENA input (strategic, media, lobby, partnerships) into global campaigns on conflict
March 2012 – February 2013: Consultant with Oxfam in Cairo 
Selected lobby portfolios especially Sahel, Somalia and Yemen frequently highlighting needs of children. Also provided overall strategic direction for strengthening engagement with the Gulf (UAE, Saudi, Qatar especially and OIC and GCC).

March 2011 – Feb 2012:  Policy Adviser (in response to Arab Spring)
Oxfam GB Regional Advocacy and Media Hub, Cairo – working on Libya (focusing on EU policy for the region with human rights lens), Egypt and Yemen – working through partners as much as possible.

Nov 2009 -Feb 2011 – Humanitarian consultant based in Cairo 
Various capacity building, policy analysis and direction, and evaluation assignments. Main evaluation was programme evaluation for Sudan Human Rights and Legal Aid Network (HRLAN).
2007-2009: Head of Regional Advocacy Hub, Oxfam GB, Cairo
Set up the hub, established Oxfam lobby and campaign profile with government, media and partners.
2000 –2007: Regional Policy adviser, Oxfam in UK – Horn East and Central Africa

Humanitarian and related advocacy focused on Sudan, DRC, Somalia, Palestine – facilitating alliance work where of added value and included promotion of education in conflict settings.
1998-2000: Country Director, Oxfam GB South Sudan
Operational based in Nairobi – staff of 150, involved suspension of operations for 3 months over refusal to sign MoU with SRRA on tax payments and cutting edge operational work through communities.
1994-1996: Deputy Country Director, Oxfam GB Uganda 
Programme management – direct operational refugee settlement management, and partnerships such as on child disability.

1996-7: Ag Programme Manager, Oxfam GB Uganda 
Ikafe Resettlement: 70K Sudanese refugees providing land and opportunity for self-reliance. 
1992-1994: Programme Manager, Oxfam GB North Tokar Development Programme – Sudan 
Water, agriculture, gender, veterinary and forestry components.
1988-1991: Programme Manager, Agroforestry Programme, CARE Egypt
Design and management of 3 year programme in four areas of Upper Egypt
1987-1988: Agricultural Adviser, ANERA, Occupied Palestine 
Tree nurseries and extension services 

1984-1986: Farm worker
Market gardens, forestry contractors, nurseries, mushrooms

Key references: 

Sara Sanouh, Child Protection Manager (Street and Working Children), IRC Lebanon sara.sannouh@rescue.org
Adrian Sullivan, Mystery Magic Magician - adriansullivan@talktalk.net
